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The Lebanese people are living one of the worst periods in their history. They 
have never had to face such a plethora of difficulties and bad situations, at all 
levels and in all fields. For this disastrous time, they hold responsible the po-
litical class and the system, which led the people and the country to this cata-
strophic decline.
When the time comes to rise again, the Lebanese people would have presum-
ably learned from these bitter experiences and got rid of many practices that 
were inculcated in their mindset and their outlook, and which were due to a 
particular sectarian system, the very origin of these disasters. So far, that was 
never witnessed in Lebanon’s modern history, despite the many calamities and 
disasters that the Lebanese had to go through every now and then. Every time, 
the people of Lebanon repeated the same mistakes that they have made before 
and slid back down in the labyrinth of the same dark tunnel. And every time, 
the outcome was precious prices paid to the disadvantage of their independence, 
daily living, freedom, economy, peace, and the advancement of their homeland.
For the Palestinians, the situation is even worse. Besides the fact that since they 
became refugees in Lebanon, their living conditions lack the basics for a digni-
fied human life, they are deprived of a homeland, an identity, a state entity, and 
societal institutions. Moreover, their places of refuge, especially in Lebanon, 
which has a particular sectarian structure, have deprived them of the right to 
live a decent living. For more than seventy years, they have suffered from social 
and economic conditions.. They put up with their situation in the hope that one 
day they will return home. However, this right, the right of return, faces ma-
jor challenges today, most notably “the Deal of the Century” challenge which 
was preceded by several policies aiming to put an end to the cause, and which 
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would be followed by projects to annex parts of the West Bank and the Jordan 
River Valley. On top of that, the Arab countries’ position has collapsed, the 
Palestinians are still divided, and the international standing is fragile and weak. 
That is not all for the Palestinian people, displaced in the diaspora countries, or 
struggling against settler colonialism. They have yet to deal with the COVID-19 
pandemic and the deterioration of Lebanon’s economic situation, all of which 
have made their life even more miserable.
The Lebanese people are called upon today to reflect on their previous expe-
riences, which led them to this situation, learn and build upon these lessons, 
and set new foundations for a citizen state that will secure their interests and 
preserve the homeland of their dream. A homeland truly free, independent and 
democratic, in which citizens are equal in rights and duties. A homeland that 
achieves progress and prosperity for its society through interaction with its Arab 
surroundings and with humanity worldwide. A homeland in which the Lebanese 
people could reaffirm their commitment to the values of modernity, progress 
and solidarity, and as they aspire to, would  be a place for creativity, diversity, 
prosperity, justice and human rights.
Palestinians are invited as well to assess their experiences which cost them lots 
of precious blood, to reflect on the outcome of their leading cause, and to for-
mulate internal and external policies that could prevent the loss of the remainder 
of their country and force the occupation to leave and recognize their right to 
freedom and independence.
If the Lebanese and the Palestinians fail to do so to face these urgent challenges 
and tasks which cannot be delayed or postponed, they will have to endure the 
same tragedies again and incur additional losses.
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Recognizing the Palestinians’ Rights Does not Affect our 
Economy and Society
Ghazi Al-Aridi*

Opinion

When we address the issue of electricity, which is draining the state’s finances, 
this same band would again blame it on the camps for not paying electricity 
bills!! Everybody holds the successive governments, especially the current 
officials, responsible for the scandal of darkness that covers the different 
Lebanese regions. The Lebanese people endure such injustice because of the 
fifty billion dollars wasted from the state’s treasury on electricity. Yet the 
country is not seeing a ray of light.
Today, many are those who want to help Lebanon, but they ask the Lebanese 
out loud: “Help us so we can help you.” Do what you have to do. Take the right 
reform decisions, especially those related to electricity”. Those in charge of the 
country care only about their own “factories”, in terms of possessions and costs. 
They delay making any decision and taking any advantage of the opportunities 
available. They canceled agreements already concluded with sister countries to 
restore plants. At the end of the day, some of them blame it on the Palestinians! 
Can a sane person accepts these unacceptable claims, accusations, and targeting?
We may talk about the socio-economic financial crisis that is causing Lebanon 
and the Lebanese people such hardship. We may negotiate with the International 
Monetary Fund. We may implore countries and international banks to help 
us, but no wonder no one has responded. We simply did not implement the 
requested reforms. We did not demonstrate that we have a fit state and wise 
officials capable of managing our affairs. We were not able to present unified 
figures for our financial losses, nor set our approach before the IMF. Instead, 
thanks to our political plots, we displayed all our nastiness before the world, 
exposing ourselves to insult and depriving ourselves of any help so far. Yet, we 
do not recognize our mistakes and responsibilities. But suppose our Palestinian 
brothers receive a small amount of money, in that case, the same band will flip 
out and launch campaigns against “depriving the Lebanese and honoring the 
Palestinians”! It is racism outright, on the lips of the ones acting for a modern 
state in Lebanon! 
Let’s not abuse the term “neutrality”, very popular today. We assert that there 
is no neutrality regarding the Palestinian issue and the hostility towards Israel. 
The leading figures of the same band again, address the same discourse against 
the Palestinians. They turn to “the international community” and to the big 
countries, notably the United States, they do not neutralize Israel, but hold the 
Palestinians responsible for the whole situation! How strange! Have they ever 
asked themselves who does not want the Palestinians to return? Who supports 
Israel against the Palestinian people and supports its decisions and policies that 
aim to expel the rest of the Palestinians from Palestine? Aren’t we talking here 
about the American policy that some people in Lebanon are firmly relying on, 
while some others are trying to avoid the peak of its anger and “punishment”? 
As a result, they attack the Palestinians.
They are escaping forward, escaping liability for the situation in Lebanon. They 
are pulling away from the application of modest decisions previously approved 
by former governments.  Only one official visit was paid by ministers to the 
camps to closely examine the situation—the suggestion was made back in 
the first government of former PM Fouad Al Saniora. It became a policy to 
escape facts and reality, including denying the latest statistics concerning our 
Palestinian brothers. The census that was conducted by two official Lebanese 
and Palestinian institutions under the supervision of the LPDC, which we 
commend for its responsible national role; this committee has constituted a 
framework and a safe space for a Lebanese Palestinian dialogue and discussion 
regarding the common concerns and the possible solutions. We will not stop 
calling for the recognition of the Palestinian refugees’ civil and human rights and 
insist that these rights do not affect our financial, economic, and social reality. 
The permanent rejection of these rights is just a cover for the empty rhetoric 
of Tawtin (settlement). We should emphasize that there is a sincere, unified 
Lebanese national standpoint that rejects settlement.  Yes.  Those who support 
the Palestinian people and have supported their cause believe in their right to 
return to their land. Those who, at some point, considered the Palestinians as *Former Lebanese Minister and Deputy.

enemies, and refuse to recognize their rights today, also want them to go back 
home. Therefore, all Lebanese refuse to naturalize the Palestinians in Lebanon. 
Furthermore, there are a consensus and a determination among the Palestinian 
brothers and all factions to uphold the right to return. At the same time, they 
are committed to cooperating and coordinating with the Lebanese state and all 
its institutions and to respect its decisions and sovereignty on its land. This 
cooperation was very tangible on several occasions when they faced together 
attempts to spark conflicts or use the situation in the camps for purposes that fall 
outside the Palestinian-Lebanese interest framework. There was a consensus 
among Palestinian leaders in the occupied land and here in the camps, to 
cooperate with Lebanon and its institutions, particularly the Lebanese armed 
forces.
The only way to ensure Lebanon’s interests in approaching the question of 
the Palestinian presence on its territory is through reason, logic, dialog, and 
to put this reasoning into action through the LPDC and the direct channels 
of cooperation between Lebanese political forces and Palestinian factions. 
Maintaining a discourse full of hostility, incitement, racism, arrogance, and 
bullying will only lead to more disintegration in Lebanon, weakness, and chaos 
that will harm both the Lebanese and the Palestinians.
Is there hope for sound reasoning? Unfortunately, what is going on in the 
country does not bode well. There is very little wisdom left. We live in a 
Lebanon controlled by instincts, bigotry, obsessions, emotions, tumors, and 
illusions. We became a country of grudges and problem making. Just look at 
the Lebanese abusive attitude towards each other, the decline in the level of 
political leadership, the low standards of political discourse. Note the amount 
of hatred, insult, accusations of treason, and all sorts of indictment prevalent on 
social media, which became, in fact, “anti-social media”. Do we expect after all 
that a better discourse towards the Palestinians?
Yet, the challenge is enormous. We are entrusted with Palestine and its people, 
as well as with the position of Lebanon and its unity, all of which deserve that 
we exert every effort, ignore any suffering, and never give up regardless of the 
current situation.
The events and factors affecting the equations running our region do not, 
regardless of their impact, prevail over the initial matter and the main reason 
for our crises, the existence of a terrorist entity in Israel. At the same time, most 
Arab states are incompetent, lack a strong will, and proper management of the 
conflict. Our main goal will always be Palestine. Israel wants all of Palestine 
and much more. The Israeli target bank has expanded to include the whole 
region. The enemy is now achieving significant parts of its plans. Those who 
are relying on the United States and are seeking their endorsement will get 
nothing in return.

On June 26, 2018, the Palestinian Ambassador to Lebanon presented the 
passport of the State of Palestine to Ghazi Al-Aridi as an expression of 

appreciation for his struggle for the sake of the Palestinian cause.
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Virus or Hope Infection in the Camps?
Marwan Abdel-Al*

Opinion

Amid conflict between virus infection and hope 
“infection”, how did the Palestinian community in 
Lebanon confront the epidemic, in terms of revealing 
the equation of behavioral inadequacy or moral 
vigilance on the impact of the influencing dynamics?  
How has society shaped its defense mechanisms 
to confront the epidemic? Given the awareness of 
the real situation’s fragility, living conditions, and 
weak health system, including the performance and 
effectiveness of UNRWA with a new challenge to 
face due to its financial situation and reduced funding 
after the suspension of US support.
Due to the spread of a virus that is crossing borders, 
continents, countries, classes, races, ethnicities, 
nationalities, sects, and political affiliations, 
immunity becaa frequent need to remind us that we 
live in an interconnected world.
The outbreak occurs in a negative environment 
of increasing discrimination and racism; fear and 
uncertainty caused by the virus turn into blaming 
scapegoats. A reality that UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres called “the tsunami of hatred,” 
given the substantial rise of racism. Vatican Pope 
called on the world governments to “an infection of 
hope” and “detachment from selfishness.”
Humanity’s need for a “hope infection” as a vaccine 
for the pandemic revealed that human immunity 
starts with behavioral immunity. This is especially 
true given the unprecedented global outbreak of 
social exclusion and systematic bias policies that 
disregard the rights and needs of women, workers, 
the elderly, blacks, ethnic minorities, refugees, and 
vulnerable groups. There was a concern that migrant 
workers would inadvertently spread the epidemic 
once they could leave, because of the desperate 
conditions of life during shut down.
The energy of the Palestinian society in Lebanon has 
provoked the imbalance of the behavioral immune 
system by reviving negative stereotypes. The 
cartoon published in a newspaper in remembrance 
of the Lebanese civil war compared Palestinians to 
Coronavirus, to project crises on others and blaming 
the Palestinians for yesterday’s sins by digging up 
the painful moments and harsh experiences in the 
history of the Lebanese Palestinian relationships.
In this context, a Lebanese political leader called for 
“extreme measures in the surroundings of Palestinian 
and Syrian refugee camps and demanded that they 
are prohibited from going in or out,” which revives 
the image of seven decades of discrimination, 
exclusion, marginalization, and punishment. How 
was the stereotyped image shaped according to 
prejudices revived? How did the camps acquire 
the negative and despicable image as the source of 
the pandemic, an image which purpose is to stir up 
hatred and stigma of inferiority?
Given the conflict between virus infection and hope 
infection, the LPDC called for “all efforts to reach 
a safe environment free from the dangers of this 
deadly epidemic.” The Lebanese Minister of Health 
visited Al-Jalil camp accompanied by the Palestinian *Palestinian novelist and leader

ambassador in Lebanon and several officials. He 
addressed the Palestinian refugees: “We belong to 
the same social fabric, the camp and Baalbek are 
one”.
The source of the popular internal energy was the 
moral vigilance of the people, which reminded that 
one could depend only on oneself, which translated 
into the resistance of denial and political selfishness, 
and in overcoming the ineffectiveness of local, 
national and international institutions. The biggest 
challenge that the Palestinian camps had to face 
was its initiative to implement preventive measures, 
which included the closure of the subsidiary entries. 
Volunteer youth teams and civil defense teams relied 
on their efforts to equip themselves and establish 
tailoring workshops to make masks and distribute 
them free of charge. They bought protective 
garments, checked the temperature of every person 
entering the camps and sterilized  all its gates, 
and nearby neighborhoods and villages. We have 
witnessed an atmosphere of support, giving and 
volunteering among camp residents and Palestinian 
associations established by people from the camp 
living abroad. Media campaigns were launched as 
well as social initiatives. Local and civil agencies 
were also mobilized to monitor and control the crazy 
rise in prices and worked hard to get an exemption or 
reduction on rents or subscriptions allowance and on 
fees or to postpone payments. Relatives got closer to 
each other, especially those who reside in Europe, 
who managed, through their associations, to pay the 
debts of shops and pharmacies on behalf of sick and 
needy people inside the camps.
The epidemic in the camps stimulated an “infection 
of hope”, which served as a test for patriotism, an 
immunity system test for ethics, and a measurement 
scale for our principles, values, and humanity. No 
society or country today can build a wall to protect 
itself from the virus. Taking the lead against this 
challenge requires bringing together national 
monitoring, prevention, and response arrangements 

to address inherent preferential policies. Excluding 
minority groups undermines the effectiveness of 
any response to epidemic challenges and lays the 
foundation for more fragmented societies. Joel 
Millman, the senior press officer at the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), called upon 
governments to treat refugees and migrants 
with dignity and respect because the health of 
communities is linked to the health of the most 
marginalized members in society.
Strengthening the behavioral immune system can 
crush the infection. However, we should address 
the misunderstanding concerning the Palestinian 
presence inside and outside the camps and should 
better understand the components of this presence. 
It should be emphasized that positive energy 
embellishes the image and reflects positively on the 
reality of a fraternal coexistence. Only by accepting 
the other, we can resolve our current fears and 
historical obsessions.
Immunity is made stronger by developing the 
active Palestinian youth bloc and allowing it to 
express itself inside the camps in a positive way. 
By doing so, this bloc will act as a defense against 
epidemics prevailing due to neglect, exclusion, and 
marginalization. It will also work towards restoring 
the real image that would guarantee the establishment 
of positive political stands, relationships, outlooks, 
and actions.
It is high time the positive image wins over 
stereotypes, through reconciliation, forgiveness, 
empathy, compassion, a spirit of volunteerism, 
moral superiority, sacrifice, success, and originality. 
Restoring the camp’s symbolism as an invigorator of 
a patriotic and activist culture makes it a witness, not 
a perpetual victim.
Palestinians in camps have a national right and a 
commitment to dignity, justice, and the right of 
return.

Photo credit: Khalil El Ali
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Annexation Aggression:  The Lebanese Diplomacy Standpoint!
Ziad El-Sayegh*

Israel Exploits Beirut’s Disaster
Randa Haidar*

Palestine has not rested from successive aggressions since 1948. The United 
Nations has failed to enforce any resolution related to restoring rights, specifically 
establishing a Palestinian State with Jerusalem as its capital and the return of 
refugees. Israel has aborted the Arab League initiative for peace, welcomed by 
the United Nations. It was a regional and international convergence of positions 
to rectify some, and in fact very little, of the injustice. Israel has checked its 
brazen racism. Not only did it declare a Jewish-theocratic state against the legal 
and international principles, and not only did it gradually implement a forced 
displacement of the Palestinians, but it has pursued an evil settlement plan 
coupled with a separation wall. And today, it is moving to a new step, which 
involves occupying and annexing parts of the West Bank in a highly complex 
and confusing phase. Israel is betting on the “Deal of the Century,” though 
the whole world is condemning, or let us say, basically rejecting or objecting. 
Even the American public opinion and that of Europe are highly alerted to find 
a way to avoid a catastrophic slide that would kill any possibility for peace in 
the future. Some are at least pondering and hoping for some sort of a breach. 
Conflict with Israel is an existential conflict, not a conflict of borders. This is 
the core of the issue.
 The annexation aggression is a historical extension of the Israeli mind that 
takes the liberty of seizing lands.  The Palestinian individual has provoked 
anger among Arabs and the whole world, at the civil and religious level. Anger 
translated through media stances is not enough. In the human conscience and 
according to political logic, it is only part of the traditional tools. Maintaining 
these positions, in their legal, political, and ethical dimensions, paves the 
way to building interactive public diplomacy that converges with active civil 
resistance on the one hand and is protected by conscious community forces, 
including those in power, on the other. Hence the necessity of an comprehensive 
framework at all levels of networking and civil communication for pursuing the 
Palestinian-Lebanese struggle.  Moreover, the international dimension should 
not be ignored, since Lebanon got the seat of the Vice-President at the United 
Nations General Assembly, which this year celebrates the 75th anniversary of 
its founding.
The Palestinian Nakba has been ongoing for 72 years. The United Nations is 

For months before, Israel has been exploiting the Lebanese stifling socio-
economic and financial crisis to exert international pressure and strangle 
Hezbollah:
1. Capitalizing on the possibility of Hezbollah’s involvement in what happened 

at the port to intensify the diplomatic campaign against its weapons, 
persuade more Western countries to classify it as a terrorist organization, and 
amplify its damaging role in the current crisis that is devastating Lebanon. 
Before the explosion, Israel tried to persuade countries actively involved at 
the regional and international levels ,to stipulate that any financial rescue 
assistance to Lebanon be tied to refrain  Hezbollah’s military activities and  
ending   its military intervention in Syria, Iraq, and Yemen.

2. Exploiting the current disaster in Lebanon to demand a modification of the 
UNIFIL mission in south Lebanon and allow them freedom of action and 
monitoring to fully implement Resolution 1701.

3. Exerting pressure on the Lebanese government through US intermediaries 
to solve the disagreement regarding the demarcation of the border of 
exclusive maritime economic zone between Lebanon and Israel and 
reaching an agreement on the controversial points regarding the delineation 
of the Blue Line.

Before the port’s explosion in Beirut, an Israeli campaign focused on 
Hezbollah’s failure to respect the implementation of Resolution 1701, which 
prohibits it from having any military presence south of the Litani River, near the 

Deal of The Century

*Expert in Public Policy and Refugees

*Researcher in Israeli affairs

only three years older. At its birth, and while still fragile, the United Nations 
had to deal with the Nakba. The world was still suffering from the aftermath 
of the devastating World War II, which extended into a Cold War. Colonialism 
had a devastating impact. The Western mindset did not understand that global 
Zionism relied on an Eschatological Talmudic approach, transforming it into a 
real conviction, a criminal conviction that authorizes land usurpation and the 
assassination of a whole population. According to the Western mindset that was 
gripped by the complex of Auschwitz, the horrible act of slaughtering Palestine 
and the Palestinians was well tolerated. That was the greatest sin.
Seventy-two years later, this great sin was still there, just looking at the other sins 
of this entity, the last of which was the annexation. After 75 years, the United 
Nations must have a non-traditional wake-up call of its conscience. A wake-
up call that transcends the situation. Transcends condemnation. Transcends 
the dead initiatives of condemnation. Transcends siding with the imbalance of 
power. Transcends compliance with vetos, and illusionary reluctance stands. 
A wake-up call of conscience belonging to the diplomacy of action instead 
of reaction. Diplomacy that would adopt alliances that transcend mercantile 
coalitions. Here comes the role of civil, religious, and economic organizations 
and vital forces in the media, in detaching the Machiavellian mind from the 
determination to kill Palestine and its people. This mind should be transformed 
into a capacity to establish accountability to make the right real.
The Lebanese diplomacy, regardless of the difficulties it is experiencing, from 
its position in the vice-presidency of the General Assembly, and in parallel with 
managing the tragic reality of Lebanon, can handle the engines of transition. 
It should address the UN’s role again and change it from being a relief or 
development group to being an international institution that addresses crisis 
causes rather than drowns in repairing its structural or side-effects. This is also 
a core issue.
Dealing with the causes of the Palestinian crisis becomes possible when 
international justice is used to hit with an iron fist when an Arab-international 
legal team is formed. This is the main part in this context.

Blue Line. Israel claimed that Hezbollah has reinforced its military presence in 
various forms and that its members are carrying out regular patrols in civilian 
clothing, equipped with specialized photographic equipment. According to the 
Institute for National Security Studies, Hezbollah, cloaked as a civilian forestry 
organization called “Green Without Borders”, has established at least sixteen 
observation posts alongside the border. Military sites within private properties 
were also used in its attack tunnels project which was uncovered by the Israeli 
army in 2018.
Based on these data, Israel intensified its diplomatic campaign for the expansion 
of UNIFIL forces’ mandate in southern Lebanon, to include an area ranging 
between 3 to 5 kilometers deep along the Blue Line. 
These demands are especially important as the Security Council will vote on the 
renewal of UNIFIL’s mission while The United States is threatening to stop its 
contribution to the funding of these forces, which represents one-quarter of the 
total budget, if resolution 1701 is not fully implemented.
What is after the Port Explosion?
The current situation is disastrous in Lebanon.  Given that many questions still 
surround the circumstances of the explosion, the possibility that it is not only 
the result of negligence and that it could be a deliberate explosion, a military 
operation against Hezbollah seems today very unlikely.
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The Annexation: An Opportunity for Strategic Review
Hisham Debsi*

Resolving the Jewish issue in Europe has produced a Palestinian issue that did not exist in our region. Since then, the conflict 
between the Jewish victim and the victims of the victim is still escalating, and it is moving further away from the two-state solution.

In the course of the conflict, the Palestinian national 
movement had first presented a solution based 
on one-state run by democracy and secularism, 
before adopting the two-state solution option as a 
“Palestinian peace attack”, according to the National 
Council.
In contrast, Israel’s governments implemented three 
models of solution:
The first option was based on the Zionist movement 
theory that “Palestine is a land without people, for a 
people without land”. This option was refuted by the 
new Jewish historians when they rewrote the history 
of the establishment of Israel. They unveiled, based 
on Hebrew documents, the truth of the systematic 
ethnic cleansing of the Palestinians and the 
massacres involved. They presented a documented 
account of the causes of the first Palestinian refugee 
wave, before, during and after the declaration of 
Israel’s independence, the day of our Nakba.
The Palestinians who survived Israel’s ethnic 
cleansing are today more than 1.5 million, but they 
only possess 2.6% of their public and private land, 
which totals 22,000 square kilometers.  They can 
look at their homes and farms from far away but 
cannot go back to them. 
The second option was executed by former Prime 
Minister General Sharon and is called the “unilateral 
disengagement plan from Gaza”.  On August 15, 
2005, Sharon issued an order to withdraw from 
the Gaza Strip and to redeploy around its borders, 
controlling, therefore, its crossing points, sky, and 
sea.  The Gaza strip became a big prison for its two 
million inhabitants.
The third option is the solution that seeks to realize 
the dream of a Greater Israel from the river to the 
sea. It revives the Allon Plan which aim was to annex 
the West Bank after the June 1967 war. Netanyahu 
does not spare any chance to destroy the two-state 
option, and to abolish the right of Palestinian self-
determination. 
Within this ideological framework, the Trump 
administration drafted the “Deal of the Century” 
project, which reflected a moment of identification 
between both parties that never witnessed before 
with the previous US administrations.  Both parties 
acted as decision-makers who can make their will 
a reality. However, the US administration was not 
spared objections from a group in the ruling Israeli 
coalition, which does not accept giving up any piece 
of land to the Palestinians. In fact, the “Deal of the 
Century” excludes from annexation the Palestinian 
cities and the roads they need for transportation 
purposes and not simply communication. This 
group believes that refraining from a comprehensive 
annexation entails the possibility of establishing a 
Palestinian state, which represents an existential 
danger to them! Netanyahu was quick to reassure *Former Fatah Senior Press Officer in Lebanon

them that Palestinians must accept absolute Israeli 
security sovereignty over the cities and territories 
that would not be included in the annexation.
By adopting this unilateral solution model, the 
US President would overrule the international 
legitimacy established 75 years ago, the moment the 
UN Charter was proclaimed. He overruled as well, 
the international resolutions relating to occupation, 
expansion, and land seizing from people firmly 
rooted in their homeland through time, despite all 
setbacks. 
Now that Israel has achieved control over the 
geography of Palestine, can it control the Palestinian 
demography?

resilience and their ability to pursue struggle are 
not just void slogans. In fact, this reality raises their 
level of self-confidence.
This confidence though, does not conceal the fact 
that the Palestinian leadership does not have the 
reins of a power system on field and is unable to 
express its rejection to the practices of annexation, 
confiscation, and Judaization. The Palestinian 
position, both “official and popular” proceeds 
according to different mechanisms and does not 
provide the opportunity to build a solid core here 
and there, then let it roll in snowball effect. It also 
has the patience to gather the possible elements of 
power to release political vitality and fight as much 
as capacity allows.
 The Palestinian resistance is at the same time an 
individual and collective action, objective and 
subjective, spontaneous, and organized, with a 
determined agenda and timing. It is an act guided 
by the nature of daily life, whereby the Palestinians 
move in a heavy colonial space that requires from 
each individual an inner resilience at every moment 
for the sake of preserving, first and foremost, 
their human balance, until something unexpected 
happens. In fact, this explains the phenomenon of 
the Israeli inability to resolve any file of conflict 
with the Palestinians. An inability disproportionate 
to excessive Israeli force. A failure that prevents 
Israel from winning the way it desires. 
The above highlights the importance of the 
Palestinian Authority’s recent declaration of a 
global coalition that includes 192 nations who 
expressed their rejection and refusal of any step that 
Israel intends to take.
The coalition provides a base for an effective 
political and diplomatic action. Furthermore, Fatah 
and Hamas’s leaders declared their agreement on 
a unified position to confront the annexation of 
territories through peaceful popular resistance. 
This agreement constitutes a solid base for further 
action, especially that the declaration contributed to 
a positive change of the internal Palestinian climate. 
A unified position indeed means no more than 
proceeding on an individual base towards a 
common goal. Still, it reinforces the establishment 
of common national denominators. Apart from 
violent internal conflict, and as long as agreement on 
peaceful resistance is an approach, people’s will and 
response are not little, provided that the democratic 
climate in both the West Bank and Gaza is secured. 
If the resisting act is not democratic, it becomes 
meaningless and worthless. This US-Israeli attack 
could be turned into an opportunity that calls for 
comprehensive national reviews in order to draw a 
new strategy.

Deal of The Century

The balance in this arena is quite different because 
the theory of “land without a people” has fallen 
irrevocably, as evidenced by the fact that the military 
rule over the ethnic cleansing survivors in Israel 
failed to destroy the Palestinian national identity 
inside the Green Line. The Palestinian society there 
witnessed development and growth in all areas and 
did not lose interaction with the evolving Palestinian 
identity in Gaza, the West Bank, and the Diaspora.
Therefore, we can firmly confirm that the approach 
concerning the right to self-determination of the 
Palestinians is not in the hands of any superpower 
or regional power, because the people of Palestine 
are a hard solid reality, and because the geography 
of Palestine is not an ambiguous expression, or 
an unknown space. Furthermore, the Palestinian 

“Palestinians after annexation”, 15 April 2020
Khalid Al-Beh, Sudanese Cartoonsit .
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Drug Trafficking in the Palestinian Camps
Mixed Networks of Families and Factions
Omar Kayed*

The Palestinian camps and Lebanon in general were recently rattled by a 
wrenching surveillance footage of a woman carrying her child when a bullet hit 
her head in Farhat neighborhood on the outskirts of the Shatila camp in Beirut 
and killed her immediately. This woman only fault was passing by at a moment of 
confrontation between drug traffickers. Weeks before, two people were also killed 
in the Rashidiya camp in southern Lebanon by drug traffickers as well.
These two events ignited the social media, and public anger burst out in 
demonstrations in the streets of the camps, demanding that the factions put an end 
to this scourge, which seriously threatens the social fabric, stability, and security 
of the Palestinian community.
To Farhat neighborhood, where Woroud Kenjo was killed, I went carrying a 
camera bag on my shoulder. The observing eyes of two young men chased me 
the moment I put my foreign foot in the neighborhood. Some women and boys 
were looking at me from the windows of their apartments that were overflowing 
with poverty and misery. My friend said: “Most of them are families of drug 
traffickers, watching every movement of all those who enter the neighborhood.”
Two older men were playing backgammon on the street. A third man sitting next 
to them gestured for me to come closer. He asked: “What’s in the bag?” I told him: 
“Camera”. He whispered in my ear: “son, it is better to hide the camera and leave. 
Press is forbidden here. If one of the young men notices you, he might hurt you.” 
I left.

Family members of drug dealers are securing watch out 
of movement into and out of the camp

Conversation with a Drug Dealer

The next day, I called a friend of mine from the Shatila camp. He arranged for 
an appointment with a dealer who agreed to talk to me on two conditions: not to 
carry any recording device, and not to mention or publish his name.
He started talking without asking him. He said: “Don’t think that I am happy 
with what I do, but I have no choice.” I asked him why? Many Palestinians in 
the camp do have jobs, and many others are unemployed but did not resort to 
drug trafficking.

Investigation

I escaped from my difficult reality to addiction and 
dealership

He said: “I entered this world four years ago. I was working for Elegance 
company, distributing its products to stores. I was once stopped by a security 
checkpoint who held the company’s car because I did not have a commercial 
driver’s license. Then the HR manager at the company called me and asked me 
to leave the company. I started looking for another job for several days. Finally, 
a small restaurant in Tariq alJadideh agreed to hire me as a delivery boy, if I have 
a motorcycle. I bought the motorcycle and finalized the registration papers. The 
whole thing cost me about $1100; all I had saved from my previous job.
He went on: “three weeks later, I was delivering an order. I parked my bike in 
front of the building and went up to the fourth floor, but when I went back down, I 
was surprised that there was no bike. I was shocked and confused. I informed the 
police station, but unfortunately, they could not bring it back.  I was desperate, 
and I no longer knew what to do. The main condition to work for the restaurant 
was to have a motorcycle, and I did not have enough money to buy a new one. 
To escape my difficult reality, I began to smoke hash. I stayed for several weeks 
without a job. At this time, one of the dealers felt sorry for me and asked if I 
wanted to work with him and make some money. Initially, I hesitated, but then I 
agreed. With time, I became a well-known dealer, and I became a wanted”. 
“Are you satisfied with that?” I asked
“Of course not. Our reputation is bad, and our lives are at risk. We can be killed 
at any time, or we can get arrested. But I have no choice.  There are now some 
university graduates working in drug trafficking because there are no jobs.”
I interrupted him and said: “but that is no reason. Drugs are very harmful to 
you and others. All the people here are enduring the same living conditions. 
Still, nobody died of hunger, and everyone is managing and supporting families. 
Secondly, don’t you see that by doing so, even if you do not intend, you are 
destroying the reputation and the social fabric of the camp and ultimately serving 
our enemies’ goals.”
“You exaggerate, there are drug factories everywhere, and drugs are exported to 
all regions. We are only selling here and in small quantities. Lots of our goods 
are sold to people from outside the camp. We don’t force anyone to buy drugs. 

Photo credit: Simon Dokkedal
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There are no drug factories or hashish farms inside the 
camps. Drugs come from outside.

Whether we sell it or not, whoever wants drugs can get them just like any other 
commodity,” he said. “If someone does not smoke drugs, is it reasonable that 
we catch him and force him to do it against his own will?”
I asked him: “If you find a job, are you willing to quit drug dealing?” He replied: 
“yes, but on one condition, that the state cleans up my record too, and stop 
chasing me.” 
I said: “do you think all drug traffickers will quit drug dealing if they have this 
option?”
“Honestly, I don’t think so”, he said. “Some big dealers make lots of money, 
and they care less about the camp’s or Palestine reputation.  They are involved 
in crimes, and part of large drug networks inside and outside the camp, and I 
do not think they will quit this business. Those people are precisely the greatest 
danger, and they are not many. They are the main source of problems. The 
only way to deal with these people is by force and by handing them over to the 
authorities. There is another problem, though. Some people from the factions’ 
deal with them and provide cover for them. Whereas people like me, we are but 
small dealers.”
“How drugs infiltrated the camps?”
He said: “There are no drug factories or hashish farms inside the camps. The 
camps are only for distribution and consumption.  Drugs come from outside 
the camp, especially from the neighborhoods adjacent to it. Did you notice 
that drugs are widespread in the neighborhoods on the outskirts of the camp? 
For quite some time now, and because of geographical overlap, relationships 
developed with people in these neighborhoods, specifically among youth. At 
first, when they used to meet, they smoked hash in the evenings, and brought 
small quantities home. The discussions then evolved about bringing drugs inside 

the camp and drug dealing. The proposal was welcomed because this business 
makes quick profits. Later other types of drugs were brought in the camps, and 
networks developed with the outside and with some of the factions.”
“I wish more journalists join us,” he concluded, joking.

Some faction officials are involved in drug trafficking, 
securing cover, and protecting wanted people.

With a Camp Security Officer

Kazem Hassan, the secretary-general of the PLO factions in Shatila camp, i.e., 
the camp security authority, has his own story regarding the entry of drugs into 
the Palestinian camps.
He said: “it all started with the departure of the PLO (Palestinian Liberation 
Organization) from Lebanon in 1982. There was no longer an effective authority 
to control the popular committees and no more armed struggle, which led to a 
big vacuum and opened the door for such poisons. Over time, drug trafficking 
became organized and was run by gangs inside and outside camps. Particularly 
lately, their aggressions escalated. As a result, the factions decided to prevent 
them from any cover and to fight this scourge in all possible ways. However, 
the main problem remains that the security forces in the camp are not covered 
and protected. In 1969, the Cairo Agreement for the Regulation of Armed 
Action in Lebanon (CAPA) was signed by the PLO in charge of camp security. 
Everything was in order. But in 1987, as a result of political developments in the 
country, President Amine Gemayel canceled the Cairo agreement as it affected 
Lebanon’s sovereignty, and the camps became under the responsibility of the 
Lebanese state.”
I asked him: “but where is the problem if drug traffickers are arrested and 
handed over to the Lebanese authorities?”
He said: “there are two problems: first, using weapons in any raid may expose 
the security forces to prosecution from the Lebanese state, and the agent 
becomes wanted and they might issue a warrant of arrest against him, especially 
if a shooting happened and people died. The second problem is that some 
promoters, to avenge themselves, sometimes accuse those who have delivered 
them to the Lebanese authorities of being partners in the drug dealing. The issue 
becomes open, and any agent or official in the security forces becomes at risk 
of appearing before the courts and being judged. The issue is complicated. The 
right solution is to find an agreement between the Lebanese state and the PLO 
that would respect the Palestinian intricacies in Lebanon and give the security 
forces the authority to intervene  and fight these ills while protecting them from 
being prosecuted.”

The solution, as they see it, is to establish a joint security 
force from all factions, lifting the cover off all dealers,

Responsibility of Factions and Families

In an interview with some of the activists inside the camp, they accused mainly 
some faction officials of being involved in drug trafficking, securing cover, and 
protecting wanted people. They also pointed out that one of the most significant 
obstacles that prevent dealing with this issue are the families who approve drug 
dealing. The solution, as they see it, is to establish a joint security force from 
all factions, lifting the cover off all dealers, and allowing two weeks to anyone 
who wants to quit this business, then arrest anyone still dealing with drugs and 
hand him over to the Lebanese authorities.
They all agree that drugs have severely damaged some camps, namely Shatila, 
Burj Al-Barajneh and Rashidiya, and tarnished their security, reputation, and 
values. It is not acceptable that the Shatila camp, which was a place to train the 
men and women of the resistance, such as Dalal al-Maghribi and Ali Abu Touq, 
and which soil witnessed the martyrdom of hundreds of heroes, turns into a 
drug-dealing market.
The factions must act and save the camps. They should not let those dealers 
plant their poisoned daggers in the heart of our camp. They should not let them 
squander the revolutionary and heroic values that our martyrs have enshrined.

“no place for roses among us” - In memory of Wouroud Kenjo
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Between the Camps and their Surroundings...
The Drug Route is Open
Ahmed Leila*

The sale of hallucinogenic pills and the different 
kinds of drugs takes place at the corner of the street 
separating the Burj al-Barajneh camp and the Al-
Anan area in the southern suburb of Beirut. This in-
formation is confirmed by the owner of a mini market 
on the same street. He said: “drug trafficking is very 
active at night. The drug dealer sits on the sidewalk. 
He smokes his hookah surrounded by a group of 
young people while his car speakers play loud music. 
The same scene is repeated every day. Everybody is 
annoyed especially that there are always quarrels be-
tween him and other dealers, and sometimes the fight 
develops into shooting”. 
There were many complaints, whether from the 
camp or the Lebanese neighborhoods, demanding an 
end to the situation. Indeed, the Lebanese and Pal-
estinian security services pursued the drug dealers 
and detained most of them in the street and inside 
the camp. Of course, dealers got out of prison after a 
while, but they no longer operate freely like before. 
The sales modality changed during the past months. 
It is no longer public as it used to be. According to 
some camp residents, drug trafficking and sale take 
place today after coordination between the dealer 
and the buyer via WhatsApp, especially that the drug 
lords went out of sight. 
Pick-up and delivery map
Mona, who lives next to Burj al-Barajneh camp, no-
ticed that at different times during the evening and all 
the way until dawn, a number of young men carrying 
small black bags, wait for others who come to hand in 
money and receive goods. Per Hussain, an anti-drug 
activist inside the camp, the primary source for drugs 
varies according to the market. He says: “drugs in 
the camp used to come from the al-Baalbakiya neigh-
borhood in the southern suburb of Beirut. Al-Bourah 
point, located right behind Medco gas station, is also 
another source. Influential people members of polit-
ical parties, or security agencies protect these areas. 
However, following frequent waves of arrests by the 
Lebanese security services, and after losing the po-
litical coverage, many dealers were arrested outside 
the camp.” According to Hussain, dealers inside the 
camp had to rely on local sources. This led to the es-
tablishment of a manufacturing plant to produce cap-
tagon pills and possibly export abroad. The plant is 
well known to the Palestinian factions and security 
authorities inside the camp. I have no idea why no 
one broke into that house yet?” said Hussain. Do the 
Palestinian factions protect it? Or is it protected by 
influential people from within the security forces?” 
He adds: “the camp has become a source for several 
types of drugs. As of today, we do not know yet the 
source of the raw materials used to manufacture such 
drugs.”
The same scenario, with slight differences, is repeat-
ed in other camps like Al-Badawi (north Lebanon), 
Shatila (Beirut), Al-Rashidiya (south Lebanon). 

The common denominator is that drugs come from 
abroad. Ramez, a senior member of a Palestinian or-
ganization in the Shatila camp, is surprised by what 
he describes as “the rapid spread” of this scourge and 
the low price of drugs inside the camps compared to 
prices elsewhere. According to Ramez, “drugs come 
to Shatila camp from four main points at the outskirts 
of the camp, each of which is under the authority of 
a drug dealer. “Goods” are brought inside mainly in 
motorcycles or in private cars. The fact that those 
traffickers dare to come to the camp in broad daylight 
to sell their drugs is a clear indicator that they are 
“covered” from political and security figures. Traf-
fickers are collaborating with dealers from inside the 
camp, some of them are Palestinians, but there are 
other nationalities as well.”
In Northern Lebanon, the Baddawi camp, suffering 
from an overpopulation that exceeds by far its capac-
ity since 2007 after receiving population fleeing Nahr 
al-Bared camp and later Syrian refugees fleeing the 
ongoing war, is due to its huge population a suitable 
place for drug traffickers to intensify their activity 
and sales.
“The drugs come from well-known sources. The 
main source is in Jabal Mohsen, where two dealers, 
the most prominent in the region, deliver drugs to 
traffickers inside the camp,” said Mazen, an activ-
ist within the youth movement inside the camp. He 
added: “Those dealers in Abu Al-Fouz Street are well 
known to the camp’s security forces.” From this loca-
tion, drugs are distributed to the other dealers inside 
the camp, some of whom are affiliated with factions 
in the camp. The number of dealers inside the camp 
is estimated at seven.”
Security forces in Al-Baddawi camp arrested some 
small traffickers inside the camp, however, as of to-
day, no dealers were arrested outside it, because they 
are not under the Palestinian security force authority, 
which in this case, entails legal prosecution by the 
Lebanese state. That explains the events of the re-
cent incident when the Security forces lured a dealer 
to the camp borders where they set a well-planned 
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ambush to catch him. The shooting took place, the 
dealer was hit in his head, and was then transferred 
for treatment to a hospital in the region.  Because the 
incident occurred outside the camp, the members of 
the Palestinian security forces must appear before the 
Lebanese judiciary and security authorities. 
The Baddawi camp has two main entrances.  The 
northern entrance is by Mount Baddawi, and the 
western entrance is by Mount Mohsen/Alqoba. At 
both entrances, there are checkpoints set by the dif-
ferent Palestinian factions (the Popular Front - Gen-
eral Command and the Fatah Al-Intifada).  Howev-
er, there are six unofficial entrances spread along 
the camp’s borders, and drugs are usually smuggled 
through these entrances. Smuggling often occurs at 
night. Drugs come from Jabal Mohsen, Almankoo-
been, and Alqoba.  It must be noted that ahead of 
these entrances, there are checkpoints belonging to 
security services and, more precisely, the Lebanese 
army.  The drugs are crossing through these points 
very smoothly, as activists in the camp assert.  Just 
recently, smuggling has been active through women 
or university students.  A Palestinian official in the 
joint security force said that investigations confirmed 
that “drug dealers exploit girls and women to smug-
gle drugs in their clothes.”  The drugs come from dif-
ferent areas in the Beqaa to the Tabaneh in Tripoli.  It 
is transported by women in taxis to avoid raising sus-
picion from the army and the security services. Once 
inside the camp, the drugs are received by small traf-
fickers in charge of distributing to dealers.
The traffickers and the dealers are from different na-
tionalities:  Lebanese, Palestinians, and Syrians. The 
drug lord is known as the “Great Baron,” He insures 
large quantities. When security forces launch a raid 
arrest, small traffickers are arrested, and the master-
mind is left untouched. The joint security force in 
Al-Baddawi camp has previously handed over about 
155 persons involved in the drug trade.

Photo credit: Al-bass camp website
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Drug Addiction in the Camps: An Accumulation of Causes
Ahmed Al-Sabahi*

A.N. suffered a setback at a crucial time in his life. Seven years ago, he graduated 
from the university with a Bachelor of Computer Science but could not find a job 
in his major. He says that his parents took loans to pay the university fees and 
expenses, and till now, they have not been able to pay back these loans. He settled 
in the camp streets instead of sitting in front of computer screens, and because he 
had no job, he was not able to keep the girl he loves whom he had promised to 
marry once he graduated. He became addicted to different kinds of alcohol and 
drugs. According to his own words, he was trying to escape reality and forget 
what happened to him. He tried several times to beat his addiction, especially 
after his health deteriorated, but he was not able to. He said: “I tried several times, 
but I did not have the guts to go to a rehab center because that would destroy my 
reputation or my parents’. Besides, I could not afford the treatment bills”.
This young man, who is almost thirty, did not find a role model who could 
understand him and guide him to start a new life. He confirms that he does not 
turn down any request for help in computer matters and repairs. This brings him 
some money every now and then, so he can buy the drug that allows him to “lift 
his mood.”
Some civil associations are active in helping drug addicts. “Insan” Association 
in Burj al-Barajneh camp, south of Beirut, is one of them. It was established in 
2013 thanks to individual efforts and initial financial support from the Palestinian 
embassy. Per Dr. Reda Al-Khafaji, a medical doctor at Insan: “The center lacks 
adequate funding. It receives patients of all nationalities, and since it was open, 
about 500 cases were treated confidentially to maintain patients’ privacy. After all, 
they are just victims.” 
The center provides treatment in three stages: The detox phase, during which the 
body is cleared from the substance, followed by the second stage, which consists 
of psychological and behavioral treatment. The third stage is consecrated for self-
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development.  The center has 13 treatment beds, a gym, and a library.  It also offers 
several activities, including craftsman workshops, and art and music lessons.  

Drug addict for 22 years! 
Based on his experience at the center which allowed him to examine the 
circumstances that would drive Palestinians to get addicted to drugs, Al Khafagi 
attributed the matter to poverty and unemployment among youth, in addition 
to the camp environment where drugs are available and easy to procure, along 
with having addict friends and the desire to try the substance. The doctor speaks 
bitterly about some cases that were treated and recovered but went back to drugs 
because there was no change in their lives, in terms of employment, or ease of 
access to drugs. Besides calling to support the center, the doctor is asking that 
job opportunities be provided for the youth and that this scourge is addressed 
seriously.
According to Al Khafaji, there were exceptional cases that the center could not 
receive, given the privacy and the complexity of the situation, and due to a shortage 
of capacities. Many patients were not able to tolerate long term treatment. As for 
the categories admitted to the center, treatment was not limited to males; there 
were several cases of girls and married women.
S. S, born in 1983, is receiving treatment at the center. He has been addicted for 
twenty-two years and has tried all types of drugs. He sought Insan’s help for 
treatment when he decided to have a better life.  His treatment lasted for one year 
and four months, of which he spent three months inside the center, then pursued 
his treatment as an outpatient.  He is now married and has two children and is 
currently working as a taxi driver.  He remembers how he would beg people he 
crossed to give him the money to buy hallucinogenic pills. He was despised by his 
parents.  Today, he expresses his remorse and is grateful to those who helped him, 
particularly the center. He said that his drug addiction originated by the desire to 
try something that, from what he heard, takes him to another world.  
M.H is 20 years old and has had a long-term treatment of hallucinogens (Tramadol, 
Xanax), but has fallen back into addiction.  He attributed his relapse to the fact 
that his body changed after treatment, but not his life.  He says that “Palestinians 
want job opportunities or the opportunity to travel abroad.  I have no job, and I 
cannot travel, so I travel thanks to the pills to the places of my dreams”. He adds 
that acquiring pills is not difficult. They are cheap if bought from dealers, and 
some pharmacies even sell these types of pills without a doctor’s prescription.  

The Treatment is “Secure and Legal”
UNRWA does not provide treatment for addicts, nor does it have the means and 
vision to do so.  However, local and international civil organizations are trying 
to provide treatment for an unknown number of addicts in the Palestinian camps. 
Furthermore, the Palestinian factions have always declared their willingness to 
treat any addict. The Palestinian national security chief in Lebanon, major general 
Soubhi Abu Arab, says that “they will provide free and immediate treatment for 

any addict who wants to receive confidential treatment.” However, treatment of 
addiction in the camps requires, first and foremost, getting rid of the causes, 

so that the numbers of abusers, addicts, and traffickers do not increase. 
This is what the Lebanese-Palestinian Dialogue Committee demanded 

in January when it called for “fighting drugs in camps through two 
paths: The first is security. The Palestinian factions were requested 

to intensify their efforts in coordination with the Lebanese security 
services to arrest traffickers and dealers and hand them over to 

the Lebanese authorities. The second through the adoption of 
laws that make the lives of Palestinians easier, in addition to 

intensifying joint efforts with the UNRWA and the popular 
committees in the camps.
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Mohsen Ibrahim ... The Lebanese Palestinian
Zuheir Houwari*

Salah Al Dabbagh: The Last to Leave Jaffa
Saqr Abu Fakhr*

Those who wrote about the passing away of the Secretary-General of the Or-
ganization of Communist Action in Lebanon Communist Action Organization 
in Lebanon, Mohsen Ibrahim, and his positions during the commemoration cer-
emony of his companion, George Hawi, who launched the Lebanese National 
Resistance Front on September 16, 1982. Ibrahim said at this that the Lebanese 
National Movement committed two mistakes during the 1975-1990 civil war. 
“The first was that in supporting the struggle of the Palestinian people, we went 
too far in imposing on Lebanon the burden of armed conflict in favor of the Pal-
estinian cause beyond what it can handle in terms of energy, justice, and equity”. 
The second, he added, “was believing that it is simple to board the civil war ves-
sel under the illusion of short-cutting the road to democratic change.” 
Some people have assumed that Ibrahim ,by this statement, is disavowing the 
experience of the joint leadership of the Palestinian National Movement and 
Resistance in Lebanon, and later on the launching the Lebanese resistance. But 
this was just a chapter in Ibrahim’s political stances on both the Palestinian and 
Lebanese issues.
The text is a bold criticism of the experience of Ibrahim, Hawi, and the Leba-
nese National Movement led by Kamal Jumblatt as the chairman of the Political 
Council, in which Ibrahim occupied the position of the Executive Secretary. In 
fact, it was not uncommon to see Ibrahim criticizing on several occasions both 
the Lebanese and the Palestinian national political practices. He never cut ties 
with the PLO leadership at the darkest moments, as long as it was in the trench 
struggling against the Zionist settler. Not surprisingly, he did not give up on this 
leadership until it left Beirut with the Palestinian fighters. He stayed and took 
over continuing the resistance. But those who chose to disregard the previous 
chapter accused Ibrahim of supporting the Palestinian cause in all its stands, in-
cluding when any relationship with the PLO became a “charge” that might lead 
to overthrowing whoever supports it overtly. That was true during the Syrian 
guardianship over Lebanon in the post-Israeli invasion of Lebanon during the 
summer of 1982 when the Palestinian resistance had to leave the country.
Ibrahim’s position was not separate from a pivotal issue in his intellectual path 
which had at its very core two essential concerns: ensuring that the Arab-Pales-
tinian conflict with Israel never extinguishes, and that the independent Palestini-

He was twelve years old when he left Jaffa with his family on the last boat to 
sail out of the city’s port. They landed in Beirut, the city of his mother Widad Al-
Mahmasani. This is where he had to confront life in exile. Nevertheless, Lebanon 
was not an exile to him, but a homeland. He married one of its brightest girls: 
Salma Al-Najjar (Her sister Leila Sharaf was a member of the Senate in Jordan). 
He received his PhD in law from Saint Joseph University in 1961. He had also 
received a master’s degree in economics from the Lebanese University in 1959, 
and a French degree in law from the Lebanese University in 1958. Holding all 
these degrees enabled him to start his career as a university professor. He worked 
as a professor of economics and law at the American University, and as a professor 
of law at the Lebanese university.
Like his father, Mustafa Murad Al-Dabbagh, author of the encyclopedia entitled 
“Our Country Palestine”, who had to rewrite the chapters about Jaffa in Beirut, 
after he lost them in the sea, Salah remained involved in the Palestinian issues, 
despite being immersed in his law and teaching career and having his personal 
life to manage.
He joined the “Arab Nationalist Movement” when he was still studying. At 
the same time, he presided “Al-Orwa Al-Wothka” association at the American 
University.  When the Palestine Liberation Organization was founded in 1964, he 
was appointed as the General Director of the Political Department. He was also 
elected as the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Palestinian National Fund 
in 1980, besides being a member of the Palestinian National Council.  When the 
Oslo Agreement was concluded in 1993, he submitted his resignation to protest 

an national decision remains in the hands of its people, at the time when several  
Arab and international entities were seeking to confiscate this decision and use it 
in their negotiations on the bargaining table. 
Ibrahim’s stance regarding the Arab-Israeli conflict emanated from a Lebanese 
patriotism fully aware that there is a “war of destiny” between Lebanon and 
Israel, and if the Palestinian people are at the front lines confronting the most 
violent colonial occupation that is still ongoing and expanding, yet the aims of 
this incursion go far beyond the Palestinian geography to include the entire Arab 
region. That being the case, Ibrahim believed that the Palestinians who had been 
resisting at the barricades for a century are not only defending their national 
existence but are also holding and controlling, as much as they could, a danger 
threatening all of the Arabic surrounding of Palestine, including Lebanon. In this 
respect, Ibrahim considered that the support of the Lebanese National Movement 
for the struggle of the Palestinian people is a national issue, which concerns Leb-
anon as it should concern every Arab country that Israel places within its direct 
and indirect targets. 
Ibrahim was only seeking Lebanese support to Palestine and its cause. However, 
after the Israeli invasion to Lebaon, and when the Palestinian resistance left the 
country, Lebanon’s mission took a turn. The Lebanese National Resistance Front 
(NLP) role shifted from just supporting to getting involved in the battlefield with 
the Israeli occupation army, to defend itself, of course, under a Lebanese banner 
and with the help of Lebanon’s sons and their rifles, and to protect the sover-
eignty, freedom, and independence of Lebanon. In this context, the Lebanese 
National Resistance Front (LNRF) was declared.
Mohsin Ibrahim was laid to rest on June 5th. A personality that incarnated Pal-
estinian and Arab symbolism, he was mourned by Palestinian Liberation Organ-
ization factions in Palestine and Lebanon. The Palestinian Authority mourned 
his departure and flew the flags at half-mast over its institutions in the occupied 
territories. In 2017, he was decorated by the PA President and PLO Executive 
Chairman Mahmoud Abbas with the highest Palestinian medal in recognition of 
his contributions and struggle for national, Palestinian, Arab, and international 
causes.

against the National Council’s ratification of the agreement. In 2016, he became 
President of the Arab National Forum, succeeding Dr. Muhammad Al-Majzoub. 
He was also a member of the Arab National Congress since 1992.
Given his valuable experience, his sound judgement, and his wisdom, we all 
sought his advice, not only in matters related to law, but in various matters. 
Salah al-Din Al-Dabbagh was born in Jaffa in 1936. He studied at “Al Omarieh” 
School in Jaffa, then at “Al- Najah” College in Nablus. He finished his high school 
studies at the IC Preparatory School in Beirut and then attended the American 
University where he earned a BA in economics in 1959, then a master’s in 1965. 
He traveled to the United States to study law and received a master’s degree from 
the University of Dallas. He established a private attorney’s office in 1967. His 
publications as well as his translations are numerous, and include: 
• Arab Sovereignty over the Gulf of Aqaba and the Tiran Strait ( (1967
• The Soviet Union and the Palestinian Cause (1968)
• Agrarian Reform in the United Arab Republic (PhD thesis)
• Studies about the Federal State (translation - 1965)
• Introduction to the Philosophy of Law (translation – 1967)
• Income, Employment and Economic Growth (translation - 1968)
 Salah al-Din Al-Dabbagh died on the eighth of January 2020, as if the skies in 
Lebanon and Palestine needed more sadness. 
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For Palestinian Students: The Hardest is Yet to Come!
Ziad Abu Ghazala*

It was a tough academic year for Palestinian students, the teaching staff at the UNRWA, and the parents; and all signs point to even 
harder times coming up. The problem extends well beyond Covid-19. The underlying issue is the exceptional circumstances that the 
host country, Lebanon, is facing these days, and which impacts the Palestinian refugees in all aspects of life.

UNRWA, just like other schools in Lebanon, launched 
a distance learning campaign in the aftermath of the 
pandemic that weighed heavily on Lebanon and the 
whole world. It was a new experience, not preceded 
by adequate preparations, which had to be adopted to 
maintain the educational process and pursue teaching 
amid compulsory days off.  None of the administra-
tive staff, teachers, students, or their parents was pre-
pared or trained for this new situation. 
Salem Dib, chief of UNRWA’s education program, 
expressed satisfaction with the distance learning 
process. However, major challenges need to be ad-
dressed, most notably that 30% of the students were 
not able to join their classmates, either because the 
Internet was not available, or because there were not 
enough electronic devices at the household.” In view 
of the situation, Dib added, we have launched a com-
pensation program for the benefit of more than 8,000 
students and their families who were provided Inter-
net connection and tablets ”. 
From the point view of the students, there are pos-
itive aspects in distance learning which include not 
being in overcrowded classrooms and having the 
possibility to rely on themselves. As for the negative 
aspects, they all agreed that they are mainly related to 
degraded infrastructure, such as slow or no internet, 
and power outages, especially that many households 
are not subscribed to alternative electricity sources. 
Besides, there are not enough computers or smart-
phones available to all students living in the same 
household. Nevertheless, non-attendance was largely 
related to negligence, and a large number of students 
complained of lack of coordination with teachers re-
garding the time of the sessions, which sometimes 
took place on the spot or were announced only a 
quarter an hour ahead of time.
Ahmed Fathi, a student in the first Baccalaureate year, 
complained of distance learning mechanisms, espe-
cially that next year, he will have to take the exams 
for the official high school diploma. He is wonder-
ing: “how can I sit for the exams next year if I know 
nothing about half of the current year curriculum?”
For Umm Mohammed, a mother of two students in 
the elementary, her daughter (six years) was not able 
to learn through distance learning. This year is funda-
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mental for her. Next year, the curriculum will be too 
heavy and intensive because her child does not know 
yet the numbers or the basics in English and Arabic 
alphabet.”
Students moving to “UNRWA” 
“UNRWA” expects, according to the chief of educa-
tion program, that “20% to 30% of students in pub-
lic and private schools will move to the Agency’s 
schools. Therefore, preparations are under way. If 
schools reopen as in normal cases, the requirements 
will be addressed in terms of additional teaching 
staff, books and stationery.”
The main challenge remains the limited capacity of 
UNRWA schools. Enrolling an additional 10,000 
students or more will increase the burden and the 
pressure on classrooms, which are already over-
crowded. There is a pressing need for new buildings 
or extra classrooms, Dib added, but there are several 
proposals in this regard, including having morning 
and evening shifts, or sending students to some other 
schools that have vacancies.” 
Abu Bassel, the father of three students enrolled in 
public schools in Al-Kharroub province, said that in 
previous years, he sent his children to public or pri-
vate schools close to his house. But this year he does 
not know what to do after the Minister of Education 
declared that Lebanese students moving from pri-
vate schools will have priority in public schools over 
Palestinians already enrolled in public education.  In 
this case, he will have to send his kids to UNRWA 
schools, far from their household, which means, that 
the school environment  will be different and there 
will be more expenses. 
Schools Transformed into Quarantine Centers
UNRWA confirms that it is committed to education. 
However, turning Alsamou’ School in Ein El Hel-
wa camp and Siblin center into quarantine centers 
is one of its responsibilities toward the Palestinian 
refugees. So far, no COVID-19 cases were admit-
ted to Alsamou’ School. If this remains the case, the 
school will reopen normally. However, according 
to Dib: “if the school receives patients, then things 
will be reorganized. There are several suggestions to 
deal with the situation, including sending students to 
other schools and dividing them into morning and 

evening shifts.” As for Siblin center, the part that has 
been converted into a quarantine is isolated from the 
classrooms and workshops, and therefore will not af-
fect the reopening of the school located within the 
center”. 
University students 
University education is not within the responsibili-
ties of UNRWA’s education program, which deals 
with basic education up to the ninth grade, or Bre-
vet. Secondary education was included later in 1993.  
However, in the year 2000, the need arose to assist 
university students through grants allocated to sup-
port Palestinian students.  The Canadian Research 
and Development Center was the first to award schol-
arships to girls only, and the initiative was then fol-
lowed by other donors.
Challenges reduce the ability of the Palestinian stu-
dents to pursue education. The opportunities avail-
able to them are grants from UNRWA if their aver-
age is 80 percent or more. Other donors include: the 
Palestinian Students Fund, the President Mahmoud 
Abbas Fund, student frameworks, the Lebanese Uni-
versity, and the Siblin Training Center. As a result 
of the current situation and its impact on Palestinian 
refugees, hundreds of students may not pursue uni-
versity education if no assistance were granted.  Par-
ents of Palestinians students might have to declare a 
state of emergency and demand that UNRWA exert 
every effort to support university students. The Pal-
estinian factions are also requested to assume their 
responsibility. Mahmoud (a student at the Faculty of 
Engineering at the Arab University of Beirut) stated 
that he is not certain about his future so far, especially 
that the university fees are high, and his father lost 
his job. Nawal (a social science student at the Leb-
anese University) is scared to go back to university 
following the positive Covid-19 cases among univer-
sity students. 
That being the case, the next academic year looks 
blurry and so far, there are no clear solutions. The 
students and their parents are certainly the most im-
pacted.
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A Mirror of the Lebanese Collapse at all Levels
Mohammed Mohsen*

It is still Coronavirus time all over the world. Al-
though there is a glimmer of hope that vaccines 
would be soon available, it is still too early to say 
that we won over the “soft” pandemic, compared to 
the other pandemics in history. The virus reached 
Lebanon at a tough moment. It was evident that any 
new crisis that would hit Lebanon would not be inde-
pendent of other crises that devastated the Lebanese 
body. The pandemic was not just related to health. 
It induced the re-emergence of other epidemics, the 
political and regional sectarianism, when political 
figures objected to certain medical measures needed 
to confront the virus to be applied in their areas of 
influence.
The general mobilization procedure was inevitable 
days after the new government started exercising its 
functions. The ominous implications of long-term 
closures were a concern for big economies. How 
could the crumbling Lebanese economy hold while 
it is already in the process of collapse?
Coronavirus aggravated the Lebanese economic cri-
sis. The pandemic that crippled large sectors occurred 
when the government was unable to secure the needs 
of a large portion of the poorest and most vulnerable 
groups or to compensate for businesses affected by 
the closure.
Before “reopening the country,” the society in Leba-
non witnessed new phenomena that had never been 
experienced even during the most severe crises. For 
example, the concept of social distancing is hard to 
envision and not easy to apply in the daily behavior 
of the Lebanese people. But many factors encour-
aged this new, though temporary, attitude: the fear of 
getting infected, the request made by political author-

ities to their supporters to commit to health measures 
and putting on hold most of the businesses. Vehicles 
were running based on pair and impair numbers. 
Covid-19 accelerated the pace of the “Lebanese col-
lapse” and, at the same time, intensified its economic 
impact on society. The public health sector’s fragility 
was clearly exposed, and profit-making in the private 
health sector soared. Fearing the spread of the virus 
has significantly impeded the popular movement. The 
first and direct implications of the virus in Lebanon 
have emerged as challenges that revealed the output 
of public performance in the past decades. Dealing 
with the epidemic during the first months reflected 
a performance described by many doctors as being 
good and even very good. At the beginning of the 
strictly observed closure, the number of infections 
ranged from 0 to 10, which gave a striking positive 
impression regarding the Government and the Minis-
try of Health’s performance. 
However, the situation changed later. 
A well-known French poet says, “the storm is pleas-
ant when the house is strong.”  This was not the case 
in Lebanon following the successive waves of the vi-
rus outbreak in the different governorates. When the 
expatriates came back home,  the country witnessed a 
severe outbreak of the virus (the number of infections 
exceeded 100 a day), which fostered a negative atti-
tude toward the expatriates and the lack of “respon-
sibility”, for some of them, that led to the re-emer-
gence of the epidemic. However, another discourse 
supported the return of the expatriates, coupled with 
criticisms of the official bodies for their inability to 
manage such operation. The return of the expatriates 
was an additional topic to activate the general discus-
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sion regarding the class crisis escalating in Lebanon, 
between those who were able to hold and transform 
the stay home period into an opportunity to restore 
the bonds of the small family and the disadvantaged 
groups, who became even larger, and who were af-
fected by the multiplication of crises. The stay home 
period turned to bitter times of unemployment and 
the inability to secure basic needs. Social initiatives 
were able to make a difference in this matter. Civil 
support initiatives in cities, villages, and Palestinians 
camps have highlighted the concept of social solidar-
ity.  However, these same initiatives also highlighted 
a negative and pessimistic aspect that became obvi-
ous due to the State’s inability to carry out its duties 
toward the society in this painful period.
Coronavirus was probably the mirror of the Lebanese 
collapse at all levels. Its repercussions will not stop as 
long as it keeps on spreading globally and as long as 
there is no vaccine for it. And the most surreal scene 
seems to be the Rafik Al-Hariri hospital warning that 
it will soon run out of fuel. And even more surreal, 
the many jokes about masks, the stigma of declaring 
that one was infected or was tested for being exposed 
to Covid-19, the fear of social bullying in many of 
Lebanon’s infected spots. Coronavirus, in its Leba-
nese version, was a trigger to crises that were inevi-
tably going to happen. The only hope in overcoming 
this crisis is that the virus problem is universal, and it 
is likely to end in Lebanon when the world finds the 
virus vaccine. Then, Lebanon, burdened with impli-
cations following the pandemic and the other crises, 
will go into the “post-Corona era.” 
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Palestinian’s Respond to Covid-19 with Awareness and Solidarity
Mirna Hamed*
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As soon as the Lebanese Ministry of Health declared 
a state of general mobilization and health emergency 
in the country, officials from the popular and health 
committees inside the Palestinian camps reacted 
quickly to keep the refugee population away from 
imminent risks.
Palestinian media campaigns were intensified. The 
UNRWA, along with the Palestinian Red Crescent 
and medical and civil defense organizations, carried 
out large sterilization and awareness campaigns, 
despite normal life being on hold inside the camps 
just like in other parts of Lebanon. 
It was obvious that people understood the seriousness 
of this phase. They were gripped by fear of losing 
control over the situation if coronavirus infiltrates the 
already weak structures of the camps, as evidenced 
by the number of infections in the camps of Galilee 
in Baalbek and Al-Rashidiya, in southern Lebanon. 

Unemployment and Poverty Rates…Twice as Bad

The number of Covid-19 cases inside the camps was 
not the only source of fear among the refugees. Their 
biggest concern was falling into a state of extreme 
poverty given the crises that Lebanon has been 
experiencing since the end of 2019, and the economic 
damage being twice as bad inside the camps. 
According to UNRWA statistics in 2015, the 
unemployment rate among Palestinian refugees 
in Lebanon was 56%, and the poverty rate was 
65%. These numbers increased significantly after 
the procedures of the Lebanese Ministry of Labor 
last summer, and the subsequent deterioration in 
economic conditions in Lebanon as a result of the 
dollar crisis that erupted last fall, until the Corona 
virus swept the world.
The Lebanese pound had been losing its value and 
the exchange rates for dollars had been on the rise 
along with the prices of essential commodities and 
necessities.
“Losing the job” is the omnipresent concern for 
the Palestinian refugees. This is how Husam Miari, 
a member of youth and relief activist groups, 
described the social situation that befell the refugees, 
especially after the Ministry of Labor’s decision and 
following the Lebanese uprising. He believes that the 
pandemic came to exacerbate the suffering and raise 
the unemployment rate among them. Besides, taxi 
drivers were affected by the general mobilization, 
the curfews, and the order to have cars with specific 
license plate numbers run on particular days. All of 
this entailed accumulated losses.  They had to still 
pay their car rental fees despite the interruption of 
their work and the poor living conditions they are 
facing. Per Miari, the crisis also affected shop owners 
and owners of small businesses, such as hairdressers. 
All camp inhabitants are in extreme poverty since the 
outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic.

Social Solidarity. Sharing the Suffering

In light of the severe poverty that swept the camps, 
Palestinian youth groups, charitable associations, 

and Palestinians living abroad gathered to organize 
a series of initiatives under the framework of 
social solidarity. Various forms of humanitarian 
contributions were carried out to alleviate the 
repercussions of the pandemic on the refugees, such 
as   cancelling house rental fees or accepting payment 
in Lebanese pounds. Campaigns included as well, 
distribution of bread, pastries, fresh vegetables, food, 
and financial assistance. 
The youth activist Zeina Shreidi, led one of these 
initiatives at Ain al-Hilweh camp in Saida, southern 
Lebanon. Zeina was ranked third, with the team she 
leads in the International Youth Conference held at 
the United Nations headquarters in New York last 
year. 
She used her social media pages as a platform to 
convey the suffering of Palestinian refugees in 
Lebanon and shed light on their difficult life and the 
health conditions they are enduring.
Shreidi says: “the initiative, despite its simplicity, 
collected more than 10 million Lebanese pounds. 
This amount contributed to meet the needs of more 
than 100 families that benefited from either financial 
assistance, food, medicine, or medical supplies.” 
Shreidi participated in another initiative entitled: 
“We are here for each other.”  This initiative was 
launched last Ramadan and has never stopped. 
Its purpose is to distribute 250 vegetable 
baskets daily in four neighborhoods in Ain 
El-Helweh camp. The initiative will soon 
cover Tyre and Beirut camps.
Shreidi affirms that the importance of 
social solidarity inside the Palestinian 
camps in Lebanon is to sensitize people 
to others’ suffering. She considers that “the 
refugees are experiencing terrible injustice,” 
especially after the decision of former Minister of 
Labor, concerning the work procedures for foreign 
workers. The situation becomes worse following 
the Lebanese uprising, the economic crisis, and the 
coronavirus outbreak. 
According to Miari, “we need people to donate 
money and share meals daily. However, this is not 
possible because the vast majority of the camp 
population cannot afford it”.
Nevertheless, relief campaigns are ongoing, 
especially those organized by Palestinians living 
abroad.  Well-off Palestinians residing in 
Lebanon are contributing as well. However, 
campaigns became smaller due to a lack of 
cash and the inability to transfer money in 
foreign currencies.
These solidarity initiatives are not enough to 
fill the gaps and meet the basic living needs but 
are necessary during the next phase, and contribute 
in a little way during the current period marked by 
“impoverishment” which apparently will last for a 
while.
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October 17 Youth: In Our Own Eyes We Became Leaders
Elham Barjas*

“I am the leader of the Revolution,” a phrase affixed to all the walls of 
Beirut.  Suddenly, in our own eyes we became Leaders. This artistic gesture 
came to respond to the offense against the October Revolution because it had 
no leadership. The uprising that shook the throne of the ruling authority for 
months adopted a slogan of strategic nature: “No Leadership, no Negotiation”. 
Actually, it did not include a strategy, since no date was set to mark the birth of 
a leadership to change the equation.

The rejection of leadership has reached its peak, creating hostility between 
yesterday’s comrades, because each party desired to take over the leadership or 
to talk “in the name of the street”. The Intifada witnessed many bright positions 
for many days, which led to the rejection of every attempt to establish a front or 
coordination body that aims to a leadership role. In their discourse, the parties 
that “joined the street” confirmed that they were not speaking in the name of the 
revolution or the revolutionaries, which emphasized the differentiation between 
the trends in the street and the opinion of the political entities, even in cases of 
congruence, just to exclude the charge of “leadership”.

On the other hand, we have witnessed the emergence of action tools and 
promotion of views and positions that reinforce the state of no leadership. 
Political entities did not call jointly for action. Instead, the invitation came 
from an unidentified source and was shared and promoted by actors. The same 
way is used to promote for resolutions and positions of a political or “tactical” 
dimension: Will the road blockages continue, how will the resignation of 
Hariri’s government be dealt with, and other critical matters.

The rejection of the leadership and the idyll surrounding this rejection during the 
October Revolution prompted questions about its background. These questions 
preluded the reflection on the crisis of leading this opposition in such a complex 
system like the one running Lebanon.

The rejection of leadership is primarily related to previous bad experiences. 
Before discarding any experience with the revolution leaders, i.e., the opposition 
leaders, the priority remains to the experience with the leadership of the State, 
the ruling authority. Unlike the neighboring countries, Lebanon is managed by 
discordant but allied leaderships at the same time, or in more practical words, 
by a multitude of leaders united to command. The ruling system benefits from 
the plurality of leaders who establish separation and hostility among their 
followers.  In return, they reap the fruits of this hostility on the leadership table, 
where the cake is laid to be shared. The leader in this equation should meet 
specific criteria, the “chief” ‘s standards. The chief ‘s most important role is to 
protect his followers. As long as one leader’s followers stir up fear and the sense 
of danger among the followers of the other leader, then the need for both leaders 
becomes even more urgent to maintain balance. For the followers, leadership 
is a vague concept based on a combination of reasons, foundations, and old 
fears. This confusion is not limited to the followers of one leader but applies 
to all those who live within this system and deal daily with its contradictions. 
This is how this profoundly rooted discontent can be depicted.  It is one of the 
deep emotions that a vast majority of those who grew up under this system will 
agree on. This rejection is also reflected in the radical rejection of a bilateral 
form of ruling based on a government (leadership) and opposition (observing 
leadership), in exchange of a ferocious defense of “leader/chief”.

The other aspect of the experience with leadership is called: The parachute 
mechanisms. It is more relevant to the opposition. One of the mistakes of the 
opposition movements that withdrew from the organized political work for a 
whole generation is that they have returned to this field with the aim of changing 
the regime. They do so by projecting their vision on the public opinion and 
imposing it. For example, in 2015, the movement against landfills flagrantly 
raised the issue of leadership. At that time, the “campaigns” became the leader 
of the movement, in the sense that they have the power to decide, to say yes or 
no, to determine the gatherings and their ethics to a certain point that riots were 
considered an act of treason and purely immoral. This experience led to the 
exclusion of social groups from the street and the denial of their right to resist, 
at that time, against the Authority. It has also led to consecrating a competitive, 

harmful, individualist approach. This is how we moved from the street stage 
that gives legitimacy, to sudden moves that do not, according to any indication, 
reflect the street desires. The movement moved from popular rally in the squares 
to a race for surprise moves here and there, which excluded people not within 
the campaigns from participating in resisting the Authority and turned them into 
crowds. This approach remained with no strategy to justify itself in front of the 
same “crowds”.

The street has tested the concept of leadership that confiscates opinion and 
orientation. This is a perfect reason to reject the leadership. This is also an 
environment favorable for a void in the leadership crisis on the side of 
the opposition. It is a fact today that the October Revolution has laid many 
foundations that will contribute in the future in restoring the concept of 
leadership from the leadership/chiefship quagmire.  Embracing non-leadership 
and decentralization opened the way to the projection of the idea that suggests 
that “no sound is louder than that of the battle”. This idea denies the fact 
that people’s issues cannot be separated from one another and that they are 
intertwined and intricately. It is worth noting the challenge facing the opposition 
in arranging and identifying points of contact between the multiple battles, 
years after witnessing the different battles fading away into separate projects 
run through non-governmental organizations. Today, all civil societies and the 
opposition are responsible for compiling the map in a way that contributes to 
drawing the features of the comprehensive plan and those of the related battle 
strategies. This entity must assume leadership responsibilities before becoming 
a leader.

This workshop needs to frame its outputs through modern political organizations 
that confront traditional and sectarian parties. Decentralization is, therefore, 
very important since capital-based organizations are no longer effective, while 
the balance is tilted in favor of organizations in which individuals from different 
regions are organized and active within their geographical regions. By doing 
so, we ensure that people in rural areas and the periphery are not marginalized 
when building an alternative system.

Intersectionality and political decentralized alignment are a fundamental 
guarantee to protect the demands of historically marginalized groups in the 
Lebanese system and prevent any further marginalization and encroachment on 
their rights. For example, today, it is not acceptable that an emerging leadership 
would only consider women’s issues as demands. Women’s issues and demands 
must be on the map, just like other demands. Women themselves must be part 
of the leadership, present, and engaged in decision making. Today, there is no 
place for a unifying leadership that excludes women. 

Keeping the 17 October Revolution without leadership has inevitable positive 
aspects. What type of leadership would it have produced in the early days of 
the uprising? Can anyone imagine anything other than new chiefs at that stage? 
Nevertheless, any choice of chiefship today is going to be deadly, sooner or later. 
Having no leadership for such a long period of political movement and turmoil 
eliminated any possible guardianship over minds and transformed individuals’ 
daily lives into a continuous political workshop, which compensated for 
decades of shortfall in this area. This unorganized workshop has now reached a 
stage where it can define the parameters of a clearly and more accurately hostile 
system to the people: a mafia and militia system,  patriarchal and policing; a 
male-dominated, sectarian, oligarch, thief, corrupt system not worthy of any 
confidence. This description is very close to the truth, but it is not the whole 
truth. For example, the opposition discourse does not show how “racist” this 
system is. Despite the shortcomings, it became possible to raise this reality to 
the surface. The more the system becomes clear for the opposition, the more 
compelling it becomes to develop a leadership that handles the management of 
the battle and devises its strategies.

In their eyes

*Researcher in Human Rights
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Do Palestinian Youth Have the Right to Participate in 
Decision-Making?
A.F.*

What troubles you so? And why do you insist that it is your right as a Palestinian young man to take part in decision-making? What 
if you did not participate in anything; what would you miss? Does this issue have such a big impact on you? 
Those questions flowed when conversing with Iman! 

Iman, what does it mean to not have any role in 
what is going on around you?  Leave Palestine 
cause aside for a moment, I am talking here about 
the camp, about us as refugees in this country.  
What does it mean to be always waiting?  Waiting 
for others to decide your destiny!  As if you were 
not concerned with their decision, as if it does not 
affect your present and your future. What if they 
decide something that you do not want? 
Iman, life takes its toll on you: the traits of youth 
are fading from your face; your children started 
to choose their clothes alone; and many of your 
friends are no longer here, they sent you their pic-
tures standing in the Arab Street in Germany, or 
in front of the Niagara Falls in Canada or on Edg-
ware Road in London.  Maybe you are the only 
one left in the camp! Until this moment, you have 
never had an opinion, not even once, and none of 
those who appointed themselves as your rulers 
ever asked you. They did not ask you once, what 
do you want Iman?  
You studied and graduated from a university here. 
You were lucky to find a job.  You built some re-
lationships that enabled you to be productive in 
some areas. You are dynamic and you love the 
camp and its people. They are your family too. You 
work hard and would love to make this place a bet-
ter place, even a little bit better, until you leave the 
camp, or it leaves you.  But your efforts go in vain 
as you do not find a way to fulfill your desire.  How 
can you make it a better place? 
Dear God! How can I, as a young Palestinian man 
or woman living in the camp, show them the way?  
How can I make them hear my voice?  You are 
trying in vain!
Do not look at the Canadian Prime Minister and 
say he is only 48 years old.  He is not so young, 
yet he is younger than all those who are sitting 
behind the tables and ruling us.  Do not say that 
the French President is thirty-nine years old and 
that the Prime Minister of New Zealand is only 
thirty-seven years old.!  Do not look at the Prime 
Minister of Ireland who was the youngest prime 
minister of that republic and who was only thir-
ty-eight years old.  Forget them. You do not even 
know how you can be a member of the Popular 
Committee in the camp!  
We cannot participate, Iman.  We cannot even ex-
press our opinion regarding those who are sitting 
on these chairs despite all the crises that happened 
in the camps, the easiest of which they failed to 

voice coming from the other alley!
Those people are being paid to find solutions to 
our problems, to improve our living conditions, 
and to protect us.  All their budgets, privileges, 
cars and guards are “for us”:  to provide us with a 
decent life!  Where is our dignity? Look at us, are 
you happy with how things turned out for us? 
I am fully aware of the difficult conditions and 
their complexities.  But I am also definitely aware 
that we are responsible for what we are going 
through.  I also know that this level of difficulty 
and complexity requires leaders and officials who 
have the qualifications, competencies, and deter-
mination that rise to these challenges. But do you 
know that we still have leaders who are illiterate?  
They are only there because they shot our enemies 
once or many times. That was in the eighties of the 
last century. Their time stopped right there, and we 
were forgotten!  
I don’t know who is benefitting from all this.  May-
be I know, but it is definitely not us. 
It is my right and our right to decide what we want, 
when and how we want it. It is in our nature as hu-
man beings. Unless we believed that we were no 
longer human beings, and hence have no right to 
what they are entitled to!  
What I do know is that I am a normal person, and 
I will strive to keep myself that way!

In their eyes

*A young Palestinian from Al Rachidyia Camp

manage. You are not allowed to criticize them, 
nor hold them accountable, even with their clearly 
miserable performance!  
You hear people complaining about UNRWA’s 
underperformance.  A woman, having a degree in 
interior design, complains about the lack of em-
ployment opportunities. Your friend, a teacher 
who gives private lessons in one of the educational 
centers, is about to lose his mind because of the 
poor level of education in the camps. Waiting at 
the camp entrance to go in, you read a whole list 
of restrictions, which includes building materials, 
electricity generators, etc… and foreigners.  Jamal 
El Ghalayini, the travel broker to Europe, has be-
come a celebrity, and camp’s young men are on 
an appointment waiting list to visit his office. Un-
authorized arms and drugs have claimed the lives 
of many of our young people in the camps. Then, 
your phone rings, and someone asks you to intro-
duce him to a charitable NGO or a benefactor to 
help him pay for his sick mother’s treatment.  We 
feel we are breathing our last breath, Iman. And 
when your voice rises after all that pain to say that 
this life is not suitable to raise a generation that 
can liberate the country, you become the enemy, 
someone who is destructive to the national project 
and disrespectful to its firm principles. You are ac-
cused of supporting external agendas; To that you 
answer: what sort of external agenda am I standing 
for? What are the internal agendas that you up-
hold? 
In response You will only hear the echo of your 
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Palestinian Camps are Healing Lebanon’s Wounds
At the moment of the disaster,  when the explosion echoed in the Port of Beirut 
and we started receiving breaking news regarding  the magnitude of the tragedy, 
the thousands of victims, the missing and injured, and the widespread destruction 
of about 70,000 households and numerous public institutions and buildings; right 
at that moment, the different Palestinian factions and associations mobilized 
the camps, urging people to donate blood and called upon health centers and 
hospitals to admit the injured especially that the explosion has damaged four main 
hospitals in Beirut. People at the camps responded quickly and the youth at the 
camps reacted immediately to heal the wounds of the capital people. This was the 
first reaction towards Beirut and Lebanon, which means a lot to the Palestinian 
people, despite the scars of the past that are still not healed.
That was on the evening of the tragedy.  The next day, the priority was to organize 
the mobilization of support and rescue teams to help the wounded and the injured 
and clear the rubble.  Of course, Palestinians and camps do not have the resources 
of a state, but they have organized themselves to provide aid and assistance and 
participate in the rescue and relief operations. Three main Palestinian entities  
contributed to the operations: Al-Shifa Association, which sent 13 teams from 
different camps (13 cars and 100 rescuers), the Palestinian Red Crescent, which 
sent the ambulance teams and opened the hospitals of Haifa and Hamshari to 
receive the urgent cases. Two brigades from the Palestinian civil defense were 
involved as well in the rescue operations at the port and in nearby buildings. 
Furthermore, the factions and the civil society rushed to help from a perspective 
of brotherhood and solidarity. A number of Palestinians who have homes in Beirut 
and Sidon were willing to receive families that lost or have their homes damaged. 
The Palestinian teams were present at the ruins of the port and its surroundings, 
working shoulder to shoulder with their Lebanese and foreign colleagues, healing 
wounds, searching for bodies, lifting rubble in search for missing people and 
hoping  to save the lives of those who were stuck under the wreckage . 
The two hospitals of Haifa and Al Hamshari, operated by the Red Crescent, 
admitted many injured people who received the necessary medical care. The 
Association President Dr. Younis Al Khatib confirmed that the association’s 
hospitals and ambulances staff in Lebanon did and will do their best in supporting 
the evacuation and ambulance crews as this is part of their human and national 
commitment to Lebanon.
The calamity that hit Beirut hit the camps as well, and it was not surprising that 
the Palestinians, along with their brothers, the Lebanese people, were donating 
blood to save the thousands of injured.  They were there to save, aid and dress the 
wounds amid the flame and the smoke. Palestinian civil and social associations 
have also launched initiatives to raise cash and in-kind donations from the camps.  
Two Palestinians were among the port martyrs and many were injured.
Activists on social media platforms launched a Palestinian campaign of solidarity 
with Beirut. The websites were full of thoughtful expressions such as “Peace 
for Beirut” and “ Dear, Oh dear Beirut”.  The famous cartoon of the Palestinian 
painter Naji Al-Ali published in Al-Safir newspaper following the Israeli invasion 
of Beirut in 1982, and which represents a girl looking out from a shell hole and 
saying “good morning Beirut”, was again on social media.  Also, the Lebanese 
flag with the expression “from my heart, peace to Beirut” was all over the social 
media. 
On the political level, The Palestinian President Mr. Mahmoud Abbas, in a phone 
call with President Michel Aoun, expressed his condolences for the martyrs and 
his wishes for the recovery of the injured. President Abbas declared the day 

following the explosion a day of national mourning during which flags were 
lowered to half-mast  in solidarity with the Lebanese people.  He also sent a high 
presidential delegation from the PLO and members of the Executive Committee, 
which consisted of Palestine Liberation Organization Executive Committee 
members Azzam Al Ahmad and Saleh Rafat, Bassam Salehi, Wasel Abu Youssef, 
Fathi Abu Al-Ardat and Palestinian ambassador to Lebanon Ashraf Dabour. The 
delegation conveyed to the President of the Republic the solidarity of Abbas and 
the Palestinian people with Lebanon following the explosion of Beirut port. The 
delegation declared that all Palestinians’ resources are at Lebanon’s disposal to 
overcome this ordeal. 
After the meeting, Al Ahmad highlighted the historic neighborhood relations 
between the peoples of Lebanon and Palestine. These relations date from before 
the establishment of Israel when the Lebanese used to visit Palestine, and that 
explains why the Lebanese fought in Nazareth, Haifa and Galilee side by side with 
the Palestinian revolutionaries and participated in the contemporary Palestinian 
revolution. 
Then, the people of Lebanon have embraced, and are still, hundreds of thousands 
of refugees who will return home whenever opportunity allows and who will 
maintain brotherhood relations with Lebanon. 
Prime Minister Mohammad Ashtieh has put the full capacities of the Palestinian 
government at the service of the Lebanese Republic.  Foreign Minister Riyad 
al-Maliki called Lebanon’s Foreign Minister to express the solidarity of the 
Palestinian people with Lebanon, a country that welcomed the Palestinian people 
and protected their rights, a country that upholds its Arab identity. The head of 
Hamas political office, Ismail Haniyeh called the presidents Michel Aoun as well, 
Hassan Diab and Nabih Berri. The PLO Executive Committee member, head 
of the Refugee Affairs Department, Dr. Ahmed Abu Holi, also sent a message 
of solidarity to LPDC chairman Hassan Mneymneh in which he confirmed his 
support to the brotherly Lebanese nation during this ordeal.
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governmental agency working since 2005 to address the  Palestinian 
refugees affairs in Lebanon.
The Committee serves as a focal point between the refugees and the 
concerned public and international  stakeholders and provides policy 
recommendations to the Lebanese government based on the national 
interest of the Lebanese people, namely the rejection of permanent 
settlement and the rights of Palestinian refugees to live in dignity and 
respect until their right to return is realized.
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